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BG Equestrian’s 36 tranquil acres offer

A Stable
Environment

BG Equestrian Vero Beach is a 36-acre haven for horses and horse lovers, offering
boarding, riding lessons, clinics, shows and a tranquil venue for special events.

A Stable
Environment
AT BG EQUESTRIAN, RIDERS ARE SADDLING UP AND
SPURRING THE GROWTH OF A HORSE-LOVERS' COMMUNITY
BY RENÁE TESAURO
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARTINA TANNERY

“I

’m warning you, I’m
gonna show off,” says
8-year-old Nora Fabri,
before scurrying up a mounting block
to sit astride Meiah, an 11-year-old
chestnut mare, on a recent Saturday
morning at BG Equestrian. Since
receiving a package of riding lessons
from her uncle last Christmas, Nora,
a feisty second grader at Vero Beach
Elementary School, has been a weekly
fixture at the picturesque 36-acre
equestrian facility, located at 7700
8th St. in Vero Beach.
“It’s really fun,” says Nora about
her newfound passion. “I’m learning
to trot, and I love to do the two-point,”
referring to the key position riders

Nora Fabri is mounted confidently
on Meiah during a riding lesson with
instructor Erin Verscheure.
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must master by bending at the hip and
standing up slightly in the stirrups so
that their legs are the only two points
of contact with the horse.
As Nora makes her way to the
schooling arena for her private lesson
with instructor Erin Verscheure, 51year-old Joyce Green prepares her
mounts for transport to a prestigious
competition.
Green, a petite mother of three
from Melbourne, is taking two of the
three horses she boards at BG to Wellington in the Palm Beaches, where
she competes in amateur jumper divisions among the world’s elite riders,
who gather each year at the Winter
Equestrian Festival.

Joyce Green boards Cierra at BG
Equestrian, and the pair compete
in jumping events at Palm Beach
International Equestrian Center.

Patta Conboy's dreams of happy
horses and happy riders have come
true. Here, she shares a moment with
Paris Bartolucci's horse, Zeeke.

“BG Equestrian is a convenient
midpoint between Wellington and
my home in Melbourne,” says Green,
who aspires to enter national Grand
Prix classes. “My horses are so relaxed
and happy here. It’s fun to show in
Wellington, but it can be a stressful
environment for horses. Here, it’s
quiet and peaceful with plenty
of turnout.”
Fifteen-year-old Paris Bartolucci,
a Vero Beach High School sophomore
who competes in hunter/jumper
divisions, couldn’t agree more. She
says Zeeke, her 17-hand dark bay thoroughbred gelding, loves his home at
BG. “From his stall, he can see what’s
going on, and he gets plenty of attention. He’s like a big puppy!”
Amidst the coming and going of
trailers, a delivery of fresh shavings
for the stalls, Verscheure’s words of
encouragement to Nora in the schooling arena, and the palm trees swaying
in the gentle breeze, a group of horses
graze contentedly in one of the property’s several large, lush paddocks.
It’s a scene that makes Patta
Conboy, manager of BG Equestrian,
grin from ear to ear. Happy horses
and happy riders of all ages, levels and
disciplines are exactly what she envisioned when she initiated the purchase
of the equestrian facility six years ago.
Conboy, a yacht industry marketing professional, Vero Beach local and
horse lover, has a long history with
the property now known as BG Equestrian. In the '70s, she grew up riding
along these same dirt roads and citrus
groves that crisscrossed the rural
western portion of town off State Road
60. In 2001, she witnessed a transformation of the area when George and
Sandy Kahle decided to develop an
equestrian community for themselves
and other polo-playing families. The
residential enclave, built around polo
fields and linked by a network of

riding trails, has been home to the
Vero Beach Polo Club for 20 years.
After purchasing the community’s
equestrian compound with investor
Bobby Genovese in 2014, Conboy carried on the Kahles’ tradition of polo
while adding hunter/jumper training,
dressage and Western trail riding at
the family-friendly facility. As those
riding programs grew, she added horse
shows; clinics with internationally
recognized riders such as Lauren
Sprieser, Natalia Martin, Lisa Hellmer
and Peter Gray; equine health expos;

saddle club activities; and, naturally,
premier boarding for more equine
companions.
With an overabundance of activity
on the property, Conboy decided in
2018 that it would be best to turn the
management of the Vero Beach Polo
Club over to its polo club members.
“After four exciting years hosting polo
under the BG Polo Club banner, the
time had come for us to relinquish
those responsibilities to the polo members and focus on what we do best,
which was to provide a secure and
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Paris Bartolucci says her 17-hand-tall thoroughbred, Zeeke, is "like a big puppy."
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Jackie Kinney sits atop Ferdi, a high-level dressage performer.

familiar environment for our equestrian families,” explains Conboy.
Following the departure from polo,
Conboy oversaw a six-month facilities
upgrade that included new plumbing,
electrical, and fire prevention systems throughout the barns and main
clubhouse to ensure the safety and
comfort of both the horses and riders
utilizing the property. BG Equestrian
now boasts a stunning main barn
clubhouse with full kitchen, restroom
facilities, showers, lockers and changing areas; three barns (including a
main concrete stable) housing 38
stalls; jumping, schooling and dressage arenas; spacious paddocks to
accommodate group and individual
turnout; a 3-acre bridle path; outdoor
structures housing a laundry room,
tack room and individual wooden
lockers; and an outdoor entertainment
courtyard with built-in barbecue for
large events.
Conboy points out that she has
received all the necessary permits and
approvals to rent the property to individuals, businesses and nonprofits who
would like to use it as an event venue.
One look at the long, furry faces peeking out from the stalls surrounding
the entertainment courtyard and it’s

hard to imagine a more idyllic backdrop for a wedding, birthday party,
corporate gathering or fundraiser.
Joanne Bartolucci, Paris’ mom,
adds that there is also no better place
in all of Vero Beach to see the most
perfect sunset. And Kate Meghji,
Nora's mom and executive director
of the Humane Society of Vero Beach
and Indian River County, notes, “It’s
not just about the riding; it’s about the
whole aspect of taking care of a horse.
It builds an important empathy and
bond with animals. I love that aspect
of the environment here.”
Indeed, prior to her lesson, Nora
proudly announced that she had
groomed Meiah and even cleaned
her hooves.
Another blue-ribbon addition to
the BG Equestrian training team is
seasonal Vero Beach resident Jackie
Kinney, owner-manager of Horses in
Harmony 2, with her husband, Andrew
Miller, on Maryland’s eastern shore. A
distinguished international dressage
competitor and trainer who has propelled many horses and riders from
training through FEI (International
Federation for Equestrian Sports)
levels, Kinney generously shares her
expertise — and her accomplished
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BG Equestrian's facilities include three barns with room to board 38 horses.
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Meghan Green has joined the management
team of BG Equestrian Vero Beach as its
new head trainer and will oversee the riding
and training programs. Tabby approves.

mounts — with veteran riders.
“I’ll never forget the woman who
cried from the sheer joy of getting
beautiful flying lead changes on one
of my show horses during a lesson
here,” says Kinney. “It was a touching
moment that reinforced why we do
what we do. It’s not just about winning
ribbons; it’s for the pure joy of riding.”
Which is not to say that winning
isn't important. Conboy has recently
taken several big steps to attract
competitive riders to the stable. Major
investments in infrastructure are currently underway, and a new, seasoned
trainer, Meghan Green, has recently
joined the staff.
Green is an accomplished equestrian trainer and educator with a
lifelong zeal for sharing her love of
horses with others. Her passion for
riding began in upstate New York
when she was 3 years old, and she was
soon competing throughout the East
Coast. Her high school years brought
great success at Wellington in the
annual Winter Equestrian Festival. She
quickly grew adept in all disciplines,
taking ribbons in hunters, jumpers
and equitation, and she competed in
the prestigious day-long Rolex-Maclay
National Championship held in the
Meadowlands, New Jersey.
Green also balanced strenuous
riding demands with her pursuit of
a bachelor’s degree in psychology at
Albany State University. Upon graduation, she moved to Florida to pursue
her passion full time. She began
working with the sport’s best coaches,
garnering numerous ribbons and
invaluable experience.
With Green on board, the operation is poised to offer training to elite
riders at the highest levels. Bobby
Genovese, chairman of the BG Capital
Group — the facility's primary investor — says, "We are thrilled to have

Meghan join our BG signature team in
Vero Beach and share our passion for
the youth and adult equine programs
that we've been excited to develop."
Winston Churchill famously said,
“There is something about the outside
of a horse that is good for the inside of
a man.” Those who have experienced
that special bond with an equine companion would certainly agree.
“We can learn so much from

horses,” observes Kinney, “and those
life lessons translate into our relationships with humans.”
“Over the years, I have watched
horses raise the self-confidence levels
of scores of young boys and girls,”
says Conboy. “It’s amazing to see a
shy, timid 10-year-old transform into
a confident 20-year-old because of
riding. Those who stick with the sport
become amazing human beings.” `

King Leo, a quarter horse owned
by Jackie Kinney, competes in FEI
dressage events.
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